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Islamic education that is oriented towards Islam Rahmatal Lil Alamin should have a 
vision of changing the environment in more detail by laying the foundation for the 
existence of a society with an Islamic culture and character. The realization of Islamic 
education has not been implemented well in Indonesia, because Islamic education in 
Indonesia faces various problems. Among these problems is the phenomenon of the 
religious character crisis that is spreading in Indonesia. One way to overcome this 
phenomenon is character formation in the world of education through the leadership 
of religious teachers. This research aims to describe and analyze the implications of 
religious teacher leadership in shaping student character at MTs. Al-Qodiri Jember's 
flagship. This research uses a qualitative approach. The results of his research show 
that the leadership of religious teachers shapes the character of students at MTs. Al-
Qodiri Jember's superiority is demonstrated by direct handling by the class teacher of 
children who often commit violations by approaching and controlling so that an 
honest and disciplined character is formed in the students. 
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Abstrak 
Pendidikan Islam yang berorientasi pada Islam rahmatal lil Alamin hendaklah 
memiliki visi mengubah lingkungan secara lebih terinci dengan meletakkan dasar 
eksistensi masyarakat yang berkultur dan berkarakter yang islami. Realisasi pendidikan 
Islam tersebut belum terlaksana dengan baik di Indonesia, karena pendidikan Islam di 
Indonesia menghadapi berbagai problematika. Di antara problematika tersebut adalah 
fenomena krisis karakter religius yang menyebar di Inodenesia. Salah satu cara 
mengatasi fenomena tersebut adalah pembentukan karakter dalam dunia pendidikan 
melalui melalui kepemimpinan guru religius. Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk 
mendiskripsikan dan menganalisis implikasi kepemimpinan guru religius dalam 
membentuk karakter siswa di MTs. Unggulan Al-Qodiri Jember. Penelitian ini 
menggunakan pendekatan kualitatif. Hasil penelitiannya menunjukkan bahwa 
kepemimpinan guru religius dalam membentuk karakter siswa di MTs. Unggulan Al-
Qodiri Jember ditunjukkan dengan penanganan langsung oleh wali kelas terhadap 
anak yang sering melakukan pelanggaran dengan melakukan pendeakatan dan 
controlling sehingga terbentuklah karakter jujur dan disiplin pada peserta didik 

 
INTRODUCTION  

Islamic education that is oriented towards Islam Rahmatal Lil Alamin should have a vision 

of changing the environment in more detail by laying the foundation for the existence of a 

society with an Islamic culture and character. Apart from that, freeing individuals and society 

from an unjust system (tyranny, totalitarianism) towards a just system conveys social criticism of 

the deviations that prevail in society, in order to carry out the task of confronting evil and 
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providing alternative conceptions of system congestion in the context of implementing amar 

ma'ruf. based on Islamic teaching values (Zuhdi, 2011). 

The realization of Islamic education has not been implemented well in Indonesia, because 

Islamic education in Indonesia faces various problems. Among these problems is the 

phenomenon of a religious character crisis that is spreading in Indonesia, especially related to the 

misleading of the people with radical and extremist attitudes. As described by Nurul Anam and 

Sayyidah Syaehotin (Anam and Syaehotin, 2022a). shows that among these problems is the 

existence of a current of religious radicalism which is forming a radical character that is starting 

to enter the area of education on a massive scale (Anam, 2019). The results of Faracha Ciciek's 

research in seven cities, namely: Padang, Jakarta, Pandeglang, Jember, Cianjur, Cilacap and 

Yogyakarta show that Islamic teachers and their students have an attitude of religious 

intolerance. 13 percent of students support religious radicalism and 14 percent support Imam 

Samudra's methods. Meanwhile, the Cilacap Religious Harmony Forum raised findings regarding 

indications of replacing Pancasila with the concept of the Khilafah which is spreading in 14 

schools in the district (Anam and Syaehotin, 2022). 

Based on the reality of this phenomenon, there are several ways to overcome it. Among 

these is character formation in the world of education through the leadership of religious 

teachers.  Teacher leadership has a very significant role in developing students' potential, 

especially as teachers have religious values within themselves. Religious values are life values that 

reflect the growth and development of religious life which consists of three main elements, 

namely aqidah, worship and morals which guide behavior in accordance with Divine rules to 

achieve prosperity and happiness in life in this world and the hereafter (Naim, 2012). The 

leadership of religious teachers is teachers who have implemented religious values in their daily 

lives (Rosidi and Anam, 2021). 

The formation of character values through the leadership of religious teachers has been 

implemented well at the superior MTs Al-Qodiri. As our initial study at this institution showed 

that several teachers had embedded religious values, one of these values was the value of worship 

which was implemented by making it a habit to pray together with the entire teacher council, 

management staff and leadership every morning in the teachers' room. Then the second value is 

discipline, proven by all teachers being required to be at school at 07.00 to implement the KBM 

program. For the character value that has been formed in students at this institution, namely in 

the form of discipline, those who previously violated the rules became more obedient to the 

rules. 

   

RESEARCH METHODS  

In this research, the research approach uses qualitative. Qualitative is an approach to 

conducting research that is oriented towards natural phenomena or symptoms. The technique 

for determining informants uses the Puposive Sampling technique. Purposive sampling aims to 

obtain as much variation as possible, which can only be achieved if sample selection is carried 

out if the units have previously been collected and analyzed. This research data collection uses 

various techniques, namely observation, interviews and documentation. 

The data analysis used refers to the Miles and Huberman model, namely data reduction, 

data presentation and drawing conclusions. According to Miles and Huberman, there are several 

stages in data analysis (in Sugiyono, 2018), namely: (1) data collection, generally researchers carry 

out a literature study first to verify and provide initial proof that the problem to be studied really 
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exists in the field; (2) data reduction, namely the process of summarizing, selecting and sorting all 

forms of data obtained in the field to be formed into writing that will be analyzed. (3) data 

display (data presentation), namely after all the data obtained has been arranged in manuscript 

form, the next step is to present the data to process the semi-finished data in written form that 

has a clear theme flow, then it will be grouped and categorized into a form that is more concrete 

and ends by providing a code; and (4) drawing conclusions or verification, which is the final 

stage in analyzing the Miles and Huberman model data. The conclusion leads to the research 

questions that have been asked previously. Test data validity using data credibility techniques or 

member checks. 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION  

1. Results 

Leadership of religious teachers MTs Unggulan Al-Qodiri Jember has an impact on the 

process of character formation of students. This is based on the results of an interview with Mr. 

Eko Mulyadi, M.Pd as head of MTs curriculum., he said that: 

“Guru religius sangat berpengaruh terhadap pembentukan karakter siswa, mulai dari anak 

yang biasa melanggar ataupun yang jarang bahkan tidak pernah melanggar, bagi anak yang 

melanggar setiap guru atau lebih intensnya wali kelas akan terus memantau hingga anak 

tersebut jarang melanggar, dan bagi anak yang tidak pernah melanggar maka guru-guru 

akan selalu mengingatkan, anak-anak yang melanggar akan dicatat dibuku saku jujur oleh 

wali kelas sehingga membentuk karakter jujur dan disiplin pada diri peserta didik” 

(Wawancara, 20 Januari 2024) 

The description above shows that the leadership of a religious teacher forms a teacher 

closer to his students so that an honest and disciplined character is formed. 

The results of the interview were reinforced by one of the teachers who takes full care of 

students' attitudes, especially when they are in the school environment, namely Nikmat Rofandi. 

He said that: 

“Nilai religious yang dimiliki oleh seorang guru sangat berpengaruh terhadap 

pembentukan karakter peserta didik, karena dengan adanya nilai religious yang dimiliki 

seorang guru maka seluruh peserta didik tentunya akan lebih mudah mengikuti nasehat 

guru, dan tentunya murid tersebut akan mendekat, dan tidak murid sudah dekat dengan 

guru, maka murid tersebut akan melakukan apapun yang dikatakan guru tersebut, bagi 

anak yang tidak pernah melanggar maka anak tersebut akan lebih hati-hati dalam bersikap 

dan tentunya anak tersebut akan menjauhi pelanggaran yang ditetapkan sekolah, 

disekolah disediakan buku saku juju rya itu buat evaluasi dari wali kelas tentang kejujuan 

pengakuan pelanggaran anak-anak yang kemudian terbentuk lah karakter kedisiplinan dan 

kejujuran” (wawancara, 05 Maret 2024) 

Based on the results of the interview, it was stated that the religious values possessed by 

teachers greatly influence the formation of students' character values when the teacher is close to 

the students so that a disciplined and honest character is formed. 

The results of the interview above are strengthened by the results of interviews 

conducted with Alya Dewi Khumairoh Student. She said that: 

“Wali kelas bagi anak yang tergolong tidak nakal itu biasanya bilangin jangan ngikut nakal. 

Kemudian bagi anak yang nakal, ketika ada kesalahan, ngingetin buat tidak ngulangi lagi, 

disekolah juga ada buku jujur yang mana isinya mengenai pelanggaran yang dilakukan 
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anak kelas, dan itu akan terus dipantau lebih-lebih tentang kedisiplinan anak-anak dalam 

bentuk menjauhi pelanggaran aturan sekolah” (Wawancara, 20 Januari 2024) 

The description of the interview results shows that the implications of religious teacher 

leadership influence the formation of students' character, whether they violate school rules or 

obey the rules, so that an honest and disciplined character is formed in students. 

The results of this interview are strengthened by the results of our observations which 

state that the implications of religious teacher leadership are very influential on the formation of 

student character at MTs. Al-Qodiri's superiority is that for those who often break the rules, the 

child will receive special attention from either the homeroom teacher or the class teacher, and 

for those who never break the rules, they will be monitored so that they do not commit 

violations (Observation, 19 March 2024). 

The results of the interviews and observations above are strengthened by the results of 

documentation in the field, namely as follows: 

 
Picture 1 

Buku Saku Jujur MTs Al Qodiri  which are supervised directly by the class teacher  

(Documentation, March 19, 2024)  

 

 
Picture 2 

Records of student violations in each class (Documentation, March 19, 2024) 

Based on the results of interviews, observations which are then confirmed by the results 

of the documentation, we can see that the teacher's implications in shaping student character 

start from the approach, then students will convey the violations they have committed, so that an 

honest character grows in students, after that the homeroom teacher records the violations, The 

follow-up step is that the class teacher continues to supervise until the child obeys the rules and 

develops a disciplined character. 

 

2. Discussion  

Islamic education faces a very complex problem of character crisis. One of the problems 

is the character crisis that still befalls students. One of the character crises is violence between 

students, promiscuity, free sex, drugs, and so on (Anam et al., 2024). This reality requires 

constructive movements to overcome these problems. 

Based on the results of research that has been conducted, it indicates that the leadership 

of religious teachers has positive implications for students. The implications of religious teacher 
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leadership in shaping student character include, among other things, direct handling from the 

homeroom teacher and class teacher towards children who usually commit violations so that 

children who are usually naughty will have a character who is disciplined, honest and obeys the 

rules. Below, a description of the implications of religious teacher leadership on the formation of 

student character at MTs. Unggulan Al-Qodiri  

a. For students who often break the rules, these students will receive special attention 

from either the homeroom teacher or the class teacher by continuing to control the 

child in question so that every day there are fewer violations, even to the point that 

the child does not break the rules again and has good character. 

b. For students who have never violated the rules, these students will be supervised not 

to commit violations, so that an honest and disciplined character is formed in the 

students. 

The method or strategic steps taken by the teacher enable students to form their 

character well and behave with commendable character in everyday life. This strategy step is 

different from other strategy steps. Several research results show that one of the efforts to deal 

with this problem is that Islamic education can apply character learning strategies using the 

integrative-interconnective strategy cycle model in character learning (Anam et al., 2024). 

Meanwhile, according to research conducted by Kartini Kartono (2020), solutions for dealing 

with juvenile delinquency can be taken as follows: 

a. Eliminate all causes of juvenile crime, whether in the form of personal, familial, socio-

economic and cultural 

b. Make changes to the environment by finding adoptive/foster parents and providing 

the facilities necessary for healthy physical and spiritual development for teenage 

children. 

c. Moving naughty children to a better school, or to a good social environment. 

d. Providing training for teenagers to live regularly, orderly and disciplined. 

e. Utilize your free time at the training camp to get used to working, studying and doing 

healthy recreation with high discipline. 

f. Activate youth organizations with vocational training programs to prepare teenagers 

for the job market and life in society. 

g. Increasing job training institutions with development activity programs. 

h. Established a psychology clinic to relieve and resolve emotional conflicts and other 

mental disorders. Providing medical treatment and psychoanalytic therapy for those 

suffering from mental disorders. 

 

CONCLUSION 

The implications of religious teacher leadership have an impact on the formation of 

student character at MTs. Al-Qodiri is superior, because: 1) students who often break the rules, 

these students will receive special attention from either the homeroom teacher or the class 

teacher by continuing to control the child concerned so that every day there are fewer violations, 

even to the point that the child does not break the rules again and have good character; and 2) 

for students who have never violated the rules, these students will be supervised not to commit 

violations, so that an honest and disciplined character is formed in the students. The strategic 

steps taken by the teacher enable students to form their character well and behave with 

commendable character in everyday life.  
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